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INTRODUCTION

A great number of studies comparing (which/

that compare) involvement of offenders abus-

ing psychoactive substances (PAS), with in-

volvement of those not using them, indicate 

that the abuse of PAS can be a factor leading 

to crime and social-pathological behaviour in 

general. Using the method of parallel groups, 

researchers compared addicts and delinquents, 

as groups of subjects with different forms of 

deviant behaviour. Persons predisposed to de-

linquent forms of behaviour often, in a psycho-

logical sense, develop from one form of early 

neglect. Under greater pressure, a delinquent 

chooses different behaviour patterns, which are 

not always regressive in their character and are 

less obvious than those chosen by an addict. 

Unlike a delinquent, the addict is always on the 

verge of losing contact with reality and mental 

disintegration due to weak and with time even 

weaker object relations and connections with 

the real world [1].

Although there is a considerable degree 

of a gree ment among researchers regarding 

a strong connection between PAS abuse and 

criminogenic behaviour, there are also signifi-

cant differences in interpretations of the se-

quence of events, i.e. differentiating the cause 

from the consequence. The approach claiming 

that criminal lifestyle leads to experimenting 

with PAS is supported by some researches [2, 3]. 

Authors claiming that addiction causes crimi-

nogenic behaviour give reference to the model 

of economic coercion established by Clayton 

and Touchfield (1982). Furthermore, results of 

some longitudinal studies indicate that crimi-

nogenic behaviour and abuse of PAS are pre-

ceded by similar sets of social, psychological, 

and demographic variables [4].

Some researches suggest that in 2/3 of sub-

jects PAS abuse is preceded by criminal behav-

iour, which is especially true if altered antisocial 

behaviour with elements of violence has been 

observed early in youth. Other authors suggest 

that in 50% of subjects’ criminogenic activity 

occurs first, then in 25% of subjects PAS con-

summation is primary, and in the remaining 

25% of subjects these two occur simultaneously. 

This process could be developed because: 1) 

some persons completely devote themselves 

to PAS consummation and become offenders 

SUMMARY
Introduction Some research results point to significant benefit in the use of methadone substitution 
treatment in reduction of criminogenic activities in opiate addicts, as in positive affect on their somatic 
and mental state.
Objective The objective of the study was to indicate factors which lead to criminogenic activities in 
addicts with judicial problems before entering substitute, methadone program.
Methods Addicts were divided into two groups: addicts who had judicial problems before they entered 
substitution methadone program (group A-46 addicts) and addicts without judicial problems (group B-20 
addicts). A questionnaire containing basic data about the addicts in the treatment program (Pompidou 
questionnaire) was for questioning.
Results A statistically significant difference was recorded related to the way of taking PAS. The larg-
est number of examinees from the group A took primal PAS intravenously (41; 89.1%), while from the 
group B 11 took it intravenously (55.0%). The majority of examinees in the group A committed the first 
criminal act before taking PAS (psychoactive substances) (19; 41.3%), then after taking so-called harder 
PAS (16; 34.8%), and finally after taking the so-called lighter PAS (11; 23.9%). In somewhat over half of the 
examinees in the group A (24; 52.2%) the measure of juvenile court was imposed. A suspended sentence 
was passed upon 19 (41.3%) examinee, then prison sentence in 16 (34.8%), multiple prison sentences in 
6 (13.0%) and misdemeanour in 4 (8.7%).
Conclusion Future research at our centre should show the efficiency of methadone program in a de-
crease of risky behaviour, degree of criminogenic activity and judicial problems, improvement of life 
quality, as well as show the ways for preventive acting.
Keywords: addicts; opiates; judicial problems
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